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RSO recently wet with a senior Member of the Argentine 
Security Forces who has been, involved in tb^-'countcr- 
cabversion program for appxoxima t elv 5 yo.^nf s . Source has 
reported ' rcl iab ly in the past and is kp-oVled creab 1 e concerning 
Army and Federal Security Service operations in the greater 
Buenos Aire3 region. Source that the Federal ^Se curity 

Service and, to the best of hi3..-knowl edge , the Arny^-yerc 
not involved in t h c ^-sro q u pste r..£rh^.»g f the Plaza de Mayo Mothers 
or of tlie two French nunc. Father they were taken into 
custody by the Davy or they were kidnapped by Montonero 
forces. The most likely explanation is that they are 
victims of the political ambitions of Admiral Massera who 
has bcei\ Decking ways of undermining President Videla’s 
influence. The kidnapping of the Mothers and Huns just 
prior to Christmas holidays would undermine Videla's "Peace 
by Chrietraas" position and hold him up to international 
.ridicule. Also, it would weaken his position as President 
and leader of government in Argentina. Source situated the 
Navy ha© the operational and intelligence capability to 
have successfully pulled off the kidnappings. 
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involved in kidnappings because of the difficulty in main- 
taining safe houses secure from the Security Forces, It 
would require a major logistics effort to develop safe 
houses for the sequestering of 12-15 people. This represents 
an effort far exceeding what has to date been considered 
within their limitations. 

Another consideration is how would the Montoncros use their 
hostages. It is obvious that the government could not 
acquiesc to the purported Montonero demands. Consequently, 
they would be faced with initiating some action against the 
hostages in retaliation. This would place the Montoneros 
in a position of having to kill the Mothers or their members 
and to kill nuns of a country that has become one of their 
operational bases. Either or both of these actions would 
be disastrous tc the movement. Consequently, source does 
not believe the Montoneros initiated this kidnapping but 
is more inclined to believe it was done by the- Navy under 
direct orders of Admiral Mac a era. Source equates this 
operation to the kidnapping of Ambassador Sola earlier this 
year which he feels was done by the Navy to undermine the 
success of President Videla’e trip to Venezuela. 

Source stated it would be impossible for the Army or any 
elements of the Army to have committed this.. operation without 
the President finding out about it within, a day. Source 
stated the operation against the mothers and nuns is the 
most serious problem the government has been forced to face 
in a long time. There is an enormous amount of dissatisfaction 
among the military and security services concerning this 
situation. Heretofore, families of subversives were not 
subject to operations; that is an unwritten understanding. 

Even Santucho’s parents (ER.P leader) were allowed to leave 
the country unmolested. Source stated that within a few 
days the Montoneros would be called upon to either denounce 
the information that they were responsible for the kidnapping 
or to further elaborate on it. Similarly, the government 
will be forced to make further announcements concerning' the 
kidnappings. The situation is further complicated by the 
meeting scheduled between the Secretary of the Armed Services 
this week and the subsequent meeting that is scheduled 
between President Videla and over 50 Army generals shortly 
thereafter. Source stated the situation concerning the nuns 
and mothers must be totally and honestly clarified prior to 
or at the time of that meeting or General Videla’ s position 
in the Army will be seriously undermined. Source stated 
the main question to be considered next week is whether or 
not Admiral Massera, as a senior member of the Junta, will 
be required to resign next year or whether or not his tenure 
will be extended until March 1979. The big question is, 
who goes first. 
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In further discussion on this subject, source agreed that 
had the kidnapping been a Montonero operation, all elements 
of the military, Navy and police security services would 
have been requested to conduct broad-based anti-subversive 
operations and investigations to determine the whereabouts 
of the mothers and nuns. To date, thic haa not been the 
case. Although there have been numerous personal inquiries 
between members of the Federal Security Service and Army 
concerning the case, there has been no formal request for * 
investigation and operations. Source stated he believes 
there 6hould be a clarif icat ion of the situation within a 
few days. 


Additional sources with close contacts in the military 
indicate' a strong dissa tis f a ction on the part of -the Army 
concerning the entire episode with the mothers and the nuns. 
Many officers feel that if this is a government operation 
it has besmirched the reputation of the Army. They do not 
want to be associated with operations of this nature. Source 
stated that Army intelligence units appear to be ^bewildered 
by the case of the kidnapped mothers and nuns._ JJone of them 
to date have attributed this operation to the Montoncroa. 

All sources agree that this week will be an extremely diffi- 
cult one for President Videla. 




